ERR I oy nog 
F:5 8 a 2 


* 2 


3 
2 


Preach'd to the 


SOCIETIES 


1 N N : . 4 
FR 

TH | | 
j i, | 


4 efor mation of Mamers, 2 


Ockob. the 3d, 1709 | 5 To 5 1 


* 
0 

. x | 

1 

9 
- 
* 
4 * 
i — 
* . * : 
» * r * * w 
* 4 3 2 
„ 
” * = £ * * oy 2 
. « C D : 
s 3 
* ; 1 
1 * 
'% 
Parks 
* i 
* 
A 
* 
* - 
— 
—— 
7 N ' 


5 5.64 


* * 
* « 
e 
1 Nd 
F 
* 
5 
4 
= * ö 
% * 
& 
* 2 o 
E — * 
* * 
1 5 1 p 
8 
» 2 4 
\ 4 [ 
2 * 
7 1 

A 4 * 2 

þ 1 8 * 5 KI . 5 
, a , 4 *F-44 vw g 
„ * £ 
Cc oy * 1 1 4 IF i . wy 5 
* . 

* 
1 * 
% 
* 
* 
- 


x : 
* 0 

1 * * 's 72 6 
. 17 F ; 

fo 
. £7 * 

. gh 4 : 
i; 48% 4 f F 
"9.4 
: Be 
, * 
*% ; 
* 


1 8 ER MO ON 

1 _-  Preach'd at S , 
SALTERSHALL, | 
T0 THE | 


| SOCIETIES 


FOX: 


Ke of. M anners, | 
In the CITIES of 


London and V eſtminſter. 
i | On Monday OFober the 3d, 1709. | | 


— | 


By JOHN . 
— — | 


_ Publithen at their — 


„„ 
Printed for John Lawrence, at the 2 in 
© | the Haine. = FF 
— 3 


9 


4 o 
2 
jy” 


— 


pe yore ye bathing 
wy 2 
' 2 
OY, 
2 


- * 4 p 
md 96 — 


WVhoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, 


and of my Words, in this adnlterous 


and ſinful Generation, of him alſo ſhall 


the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he 


cometh in the Glory of his Father, with 
the holy Angels. 


U R bleſſed Saviour in the 34th Verſe 

of the Chapter lays down the ſtated 

and indiſpenſible Terms of real Chri- 
ſtianity, which we muſt all approve of and 
comply with, as ever we expect to ſhare in 
the Privileges that belong ro his Diſciples 3 
any Man will be Chriſt's Diſciple he muſt de- 
ny himſelf, take up his Croſs, and follow him. 
Our Lord does not go about to draw Per- 


ſons into his Service, by raiſing in them de- 


luſive Hopes and Expectations, or by con- 
cealing from them the worſt that their Fi- 
delity and Faithfulneſs to him; may expoſe 
them to: Unleſs we are prepar'd and reſolv'd 
in Dependance upon Divine Grace, when 
called to it, to exerciſe the ſevereſt Acts of 


. 


Self-Denial, viz. thoſe of quitting all our 


Temporal Intereſts and Enjoyments, and of 
laying down our Lives for Chriſt's Sake, we 
| | are 


K ” 2 
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2 A Sermon for 
are not fit to be his Diſciples. But leaſt 
any ſhou'd think thefe are hard Sayings, and 


that Chriſt is an auſtere Maſter for inſiſting 
upon ſuch Terms; he aſſures us that all his 


faithful Servants ſhall eventually be great 


Gainers by his Service; thoſe not excepted, 


who to an Eye of Senſe ſaſtain the greateſt * 


7 , « Br) 


Loſs: And as for them that think to fecure 
themſelves: by Unfaithfulneſs to him, they'll 
ſuffer a dreadful and ſhameful Diſappoint- 
ment. He will preſerve the Lives of his Ser- 
vants, as long as he has any. Work to be 
done by them; and when ever there is a 
Neceſlity, they ſhou'd offer up their natural 
Life a Sacrifice to his Honour, it ſhall be 


exchanged for an eternal Life; whereas others 
who ſeek by declining their Duty, to ſave 


their Lives, loſe eternal Life, and fo ſuffer 
irreparable Damage and Loſs. Thus whoſo- 
ever will ſave his Life ſhall loſe it, but whoſo- 
ever ſhall loſe his Life for Chriſt's Sake and the 


 Goſpel's, the ſame ſhall ſave it. It will not pro- 


fit a Man, if he ſhould gain the whole World, 
and loſe his Soul, there is nothing .a Man can 


give in Exchange for his Soul, Ver. 35z 36, 


37. There is then no ſufficient Reaſon why 


the Fear or certain Proſpet of the greateſt 


Sufferings ſhould either deterr any from be- 
coming Chriſt Diſciples, or make them un- 


faithful aſterwards: If the Fear of Death 


ſhould not, much leſs ſhou'd the Fears of a 


little Shame and Reproach have this Effe& up- 


on us. If the Rewards of another World 


* 


— 
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will be an abundant Recompence for the Loſs 
of our Lives in Chriſt's Cauſe and Service, how 
much more will they be an Over-ballance 
for any little Scorn or Reproach that may 
be caſt upon us on that Account ? eſpecially, 
when we withal conſider, that thoſe who 


1 wilfully deſert Chriſt, thro' Fear of Reproach 


from Men, do hereby render themſelves the 
juſt Objects of, and will certainly fall under, 


1 his holy Indignation and Contempt: For he 


©; IO 


that is. Truth, hath told us, that whoſoever 
= ſhall be aſhamed of him and his Words, in this 
3 adulterous and ſinful Generation, of him ſhall the 
Fon of Men be aſhamed, when he comcth in the 


'Z Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels. 


Which Words are a folemn and awful 


Denunciation uttered by Chriſt himſelf againſt 


all thoſe who are aſhamed of him: There 


ſieems to be a very obſervable Antitheſis be- 


Vill be aſham'd of them; as they 7izePool's 


52M 
2388 


tween the two Parts of the Text; as Sin- 
ners are aſham'd of Chriſt, ſo he A. 


8 


are aſhamed of him in his State St 


of Meanneſs and Humiliation, ſo 


bt will be aſhamed of them in his State of 
xaltation, when he ſhall come in the Glory 
of his Father; as they are aſhamed of him 
before an adulterous and finful Generationz 
ſo he will be aſhamed of them before the 
holy Angels. Thus will there be ſome Sui, 
tableneſs and Proportion between their Sin 
and Puniſhment, | EE TO 
oe OSTESTL 40 2.0 


ER 2 - 
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conſider, 


In diſcourſing upon this Subject, 1 firſt | 


J. The Nature and Greatneſs of this Sin, of * 


being aſh ſham*d of 0 f Chriſt and his Words. 

if. Repreſent re  Anfulneſs of the Puniſhment 
here threatned, 

III. Anſwer 2 Objections: And 

IV. Make a ſuitable Application, 1 begin, 


I. With the Conſideration of the Nature 
and Greatneſs of the Sin, under which;gene- 
ral Head I ſhall ſhew, what we are to un- 
derſtand by being aſhamed of Chriſt and his 


Words; when Perſons are ſa guilty of this 


Sin, as to be liable to the threatned Puniſh- 
ment; and then prove the Greatneſs of it. 
Theſe Expreſſions aſhamed of me, and my 
Words, do immediately relate to the Perſoa 
and Doctrine of Chriſt; but there is no Ne- 
ceſſity they ſhou'd be ſo confin'd to the Ex- 
eluſion of other things. They fitly extend 
to his Cauſe and Intereſt in the World, the 
Inſtitutions of his Worſhip, the Deſign of his 
Coming, and to all thoſe things wherein 
his Honour and Glory are nearly concern'd : 


+ Theſe Things are as dear to Chriſt as him- I 


ſelf : He looks upon his ſuffering and deſpis'd 
Members as a Part of himſelf, and reckons 
what is done, for or againſt thens; as done for 


or againſt himſelf: naſmuch as ye. bave or 
have not done jt to one of the lea, &c. Mat. 


25. 40. He call'd to Saul out of Heaven in 


this | 
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; this Language, Saul, Sau, why per ſect! teſf thou 


Gy 

5 

1 

% 
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me; I am Teſus 84 thor "perſecy teſt, AMS 9. 


4 5. By oppoſing Chriſt's Iatereſt, or by being 
aſhamꝰd to own and promote it, we ſhew that we 
| are aſhamed of Chriſt himſelf: Since he hath left 


3 
F 5 
I% 


ur World and is gone to Heaven, what 


bother Way have we to ſhew br Eſteem and 
Affection, then by heartily eſpouſing and car- 
Aying on the great Deßęn he came into the 
World abodt ? Beſides the Words of Chriſt 


may juſtly include the preceptive, as well as the 
foctrinal Part of the Goſpel Revelation: It is 


-Þ s much the Word and Will of Chrift, hat 
" Wphoſoever names his Name, ſhould depart from 


3 ll Iniquity, as that he ſhould believe him to be 


3 he Son of God and Saviour of the World, If 


then the Reformation of Manners be the Cauſe 
pf Chriſt, a Work agreeable to his Mind and 
Will, for the Accompliſhment of which he 
tame into this World, to be aſhamed of ther, 
Is to be aſhamed of him, and they who are ſe, 
is Danger of the Threatning, they may 
juſtly expect, he will be aſhamed 'ﬆf them, | 
3 vould juſt touch upon each of cheſe, 
3 1. The Reformation of Manners is the Cauſe 
If Chritt, and Part of the Deſign he had in 
q is Eye, when he aſſumed our Nature; this 
annot be denied by thoſe who read and be- 
J eve the Bible; the Grace of the Goſpel reacts 
Jen to deny alle Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſt, 
c. Tit. 2. 12. For this Purpoſe, was the Sou 
1 * 2 manifeſted, that he night deſircy the Werks 
I * the Devil, I John 3. 9. " He 45 his Name 
B | Jeſus 


* 
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Jeſus (a Saviour) given him, becauſe he was 
to ſave his People from their Sins, Mat. 1. 21. 


He gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
s from all Iniquity, and purifie us to himſelf, 


&c. Tit. 2. 14. As this was plainly his De- p 


ſign, ſo he took an admirable Method for the 1 


Accompliſhment of it, which can't but be i 
evident to thoſe, who ſeriouſly conſider the 


ſeveral Parts of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation ; ſuch 
as the great and the glorious Dodctrines re- 
veal'd therein, concerning the Nature and 


Perfections of God, the Evil and Deſert of 


Sin, the Defign of his Incarnation, the Na— 4 


ture and End of his bitter Sufferings; as al. 
ſo the extenſive Nature of thoſe moral Pre- 


cepts and Prohibitions, Which are there moſt 


fully and clearly laid down, together with. 3 | 
the powerful Sanctions, by which they are F”- 
back'd and enforc'd ; beſides the manifold 


amiable Examples of Purity and Holineſs, 7 
which are there propos'd to our Imitation, 
and eſpecially the Example of Chriſt himſelt. 7 

There never was any Inſtitution ſo excel- 
lently adapted to reform Mankind, as is the 
Coriſtian Inſtitution; and conſequently Immora- 


liry and Prophaneſs under a Chriſtian Name Pe 


admits of peculiar Aggravations, and is more 
than ordinarily reproachful and ſcandalous F 
I freely own a meer external Reformation 
is not Chriſt's entire and whole Deſign, al 
that he intends and requires, or all thai 
there is an Aptitude in the Goſpel to effet F 
upon Men: He as a Saviour is ſeat to change 
85 | Mew 
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E 
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erable thing; when you 


T WY 2 
PP 


ciples and their Ends, to deliver them from 
Athe internal Power of Sin and Satan, and to 
make them Partakers of a Divine Nature. 


This is the zebler Part of his reforming De- 
 Fſgn; this in a prevalent Degree is attain'd 
in all thoſe who are his real, Members: If. 
any Man be in Chriſt, he is a nem Creature, 


2 Cor. 5 17. And this alſo is abſolutely ne- 
Fceſlary to Mens eternal Salvation: Blefſed are 
the pure in Heart, for they only ſhall ſee God, Mat. 
#5. 8. Now tho” this nobler Part of Chriſt's 
Deſign be not that which immediately lies 
before C SOCTETEFES 
(for yon can only reſtrain and puniſh the 
groſſer external Acts of Sin) yet what you 


do is a Step towards, and may ſubſerve that 
higher Defign: Thoſe who eſcape the Pollu- 
tions of the World, may in Time come to 
be inwardly renew'd; and thoſe who abſtain 
from Sin only from Fear of Puniſhment 
,_grom Men, may at laſt be brought to diſceru 
the Evil and Malignity of it, and ſo may 
leave it from more divine and noble Conſide- 
Fations. It's certain, Mens Hearts can never 
be chang'd, while their Lives are vicious and 
Prophane: 


F 
2 x 


The Tree is known by it's Fruit, 


lat. 7. 17. But ſuppoſe your Endeavours ſhould 
Wot ſucceed to Mens real Sanctification, yet 
Pou ought not to look upon the Preventing 
many external Adds of Sin, and the reforming 
the Converſations of Men, to be an inconſi- 
cannot do all you 

would 


A 2 
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4 Mens Tempers and Inclinations, their Prin- 
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would, you muſt do what you can; an imper- Jon 
fe Reformation is better then none at all; un 
it anſwers many valuable Ends; ſo far as it ny 
is carryed on, it is plealing to Chriſt, ll will 
looks upon ſuch, who eſpouſe and promote it, Med 
as embark'd in the ſame Deli ign with himſelf: Pub 
conſequently they, that are aſhamed of chil the 
CAUSE, are Ih Chriſt's Eſteem and Account | & (5 
aſham'd of him. Hence it follows, * Jil 
2. That they are liable ro the PuniſomenÞ . 
here threatned : Is there not as much Reaſon, F + 
why our ' neglecting or diſowning the moral of 
Duties of Chriſtianity, ſhould expoſe us to the 
Diſpleaſure of Chriſt, as our diſowning the Ing 
doctrinal Articles of Faith! ? why is it not as lo. "Her 
rious to die a Martyr for the one, as for the 2 
other? John the Baptiſt loſt his Life in aſſerting t. 
.the Ovligation of moral Law”, for reprov- he 
ing Herod for taking Herodias his Brother Par 
Wife; hte did not loſe the Honour and Re 1 
ward of Martyrdom. Moral Duties lie more 6 e 
level to the Capacity of Man in his fallen h. 
State; they admit not of thoſe. Debates and bh 
Diſputes, which many Articles of Faith are ca- Lf: 
pable of; for the moſt of them are diſcovera- cl 
ble by natural Light, and are agreeable col Pol 
the Dictates of natural Conſcience, thoſe 97 . a 
pecially which you endeavour to reſtore the Pan 
Practice of. In Pagan Countries under beath- t 
caiſh Darkneſs, there never were any Laws nr 
made againſt Juſtice, Sobriety, and Tempe- 
rance, or to encourage the contrary Vices ; Mu 
all Nations agree to reprove the one ad 
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er Fondemn the other; ſo that Perſons in their 
Il; nmorality muſt at leaſt be as inexcuſable as 
it Iny can be in their J-fdelixy. Now if Chrift 
Ie vill not hold them guiltleſs, who are aſha- 
It, Wed of the Doctrines of the Goſpel, when the 
If; Þublick owning of them will expoſe them to 
his 
ant. 


eſs will he hold them guiltleſs, who under 


5 F F 7ecepts thereof. | 
Having thus endeayour'd to fix the Senſe 
If theſe Expreſſions; being aſham'd of me and 
Words, and ſhewn that the Cauſe you are 
Ingag'd in, comes within the Compaſs of 
- Sem, I ſhall now, 


Is co be lyable to the rhrearned Puniſhment, For 
Se ſtating of this, I ſhall lay down the following 
Particulars. 
1. Our Saviour chiefly ſpeaks of thoſe, who 
re or have been by Profeſſion his Diſciples : 
This is (I think) evident from the Context, 


If choſe that will follow him: Faith in Chriſt 
i-$ che indiſpenſable Duty of all that have the 
Poſpel fairly propounded to them; there is 


Wanying the Goſpel Revelation, as is ſoffici- 
Int to leave all Infidels without any juſt Ex- 


vis uſe for their Infidelicy ; he told the Fews that 


ey had no Cloak for their Sin, Joh. 15. 22. 


1 Ind if they did not believe him to be the Meſſias, 


on B 3 yet 
1 — 4 ' , 


e hotteſt Perſecution and Sufferings, much 


"S&ſ\ſer Temptations, are aſhamed of the holy 


2. Conſider who are ſo guilty of this Sin, 


"Where he mentions the Character and Duties 


hat convictive Light and Evidence accom- 


ey ſhould die in their Sins, Joh. 8. 24, But 


— — 
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yet they, wh were once by Profeſſi onfChriſt| 1 
Friends and Subjects, and do afterwards 9 1 
ſert and forſake bim, caſt the greateſt Re 
proach and Contempt upon him; they genf 1 
of the two to be the greateſt Criminals, aud 4. 
have che ſevereſt Puniſhment. denounced 4 
againſt them; I. had been better for them not 1 
have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than aft 
they havs known it to turn from the holy 2 1 
marment, 2 Pet. 2. 21. There remains no 
thing r them, but a fearful looking for of Juurh 1 
er 21d fiery . Ind gation, Heb. 10. 26, 28 Y 
The Language of theſe Mens Carriage is 1 
that after Trial and Examination, they f 10 : 
not ht in Chriſt and his Religion, which 
anſwers their Expectation, that there is ſome- 
thing in it, which will not bear an impartial 
' Teſt, therefore they are aſhamed any loigenlh.; 
to adhere to ſuch a Cauſe. 3 
2. Our Saviour ſpeaks of that Shame, thai 
is ſome Way or other diſcovered to others; YN 
the Sou! of Man is the Seat or Subject of Fearf 
and Shame, and the reſt of the Paſſions ; but 'cillf 
theſe appear to others, either in Words | 
Actions, they come not up to that which i 
here threatned; for what is in the Text tiled 
a being aſhamed of Chriſt, &c. is in Mat. 10. 33 
call'd 2 denying of him before Men; this latter 
is the Effect of the former: Shame indulg d 
diſpoſes to, and will produce an open Denia 
ot Chriſt in an Hour of Temptation. 11 
not enough for us in our Minds, to maintain 
Sood and honourable Thonghts of Chriſt, and 
Wt th 
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n the Heart to believe on him; but with the 
oth Confeſſion alſo muſt be made unte Salvation, 
Nom. 10. 10. Tho? the owing of Chrift with 
ur Months will never ſave us, while we 
ang eny him with our Heart; yet the Denial of 
ce Mouth will prove fatal and deſtructive. 

Ne expects that Perſons ſhould make it mani- 
t to the World, by an open Profeſſion 
nd conſtant Tenour of Actions, that they 
Me not aſhamed of their Relation to, Faith in, 


nd Expectations from him. If Men ſhould 
27 ot really think in their own Minds that there 
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any Thing in the Cauſe of Chriſt, which is 


f thro? Fear of what others may unjuſtly 

pad them with, they ſpeak and act as if they 
"011 hought ſo, this by juſt Conſtruction Chriſt 
Fill interpret being aſhamed of him. 


3. Ic is not every Degree of ſinſul Shame, | 
thalWhat will expoſe Perſons to this heavy Judg- 


e ent; there are but too great Remains of 


"LING 
ch i 
tile 


his in ſome of God's own People; the na- 
ura! Conſtitutions of ſome Men make them 
ore in Danger of it then others; that hinders 


ight and ſhould be; they too often let ſlip fi 
Oppertunities of reproving and puniſhing Sin; 


ite ho? they dare not deſignedly countenance 
ue Pin, yet their ſinful Modeſty and Baſkfalneſs 


nia 
At! 
tain 
and 

Wit 


eep thery from ſhewing their jult Diſpleaſure 
and Reſelitment againſt it; when they are not 


oft- 


- 


it ſelf diſhonourable and reproachtul, yet 


hem from being ſo publickly uſeful as they 


mitators, they are too ſilent and patient 
SpeQtators of the Sins of others; they come 
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oft'ner and ſtay longer in the Company oy 

ophane Perſons than there is real Neceſſity 8 
and when they are there, they conceal their 
Character, when a prudent and ſeaſonabk 
owning of it, might prevent the Commiſſion 
of many Sins; tho* ſome ſuch particular In. 
ſtances may be conſiſtent with an hozeſt Prin 
ciple, yet they are by no Means to be made 
light of; they are diſpleaſing to Chriſt, al 
lead the Way to groſler Inſtances of Denne Jon 
ture from him: It's a dangerous thing to le. 
ſuch a Temper of Soul grow upon us. Such 
Perſons are ill prepar'd for the fiery Trial; n 
tho' they ſhould finally perſevere, and ſo. 

ſhould not be publickly diſowned by Chriſt in 
the Judgment of the great Day, yet they will 
miſs of thoſe Degrees of Glory, thoſe publich 
Marks of Honour and Reſpect, which he will 
put upon ſach as have beea his moſt Zealous = 
faithful Servants. = 

4. There is not any Degree of this ſin ful — 
ſincerely repented of, that will bring upon u 
the threat ned judgment. Chriſt only Penne oeh 
thoſe, who perſiſt in this Sin to the very laſ. 4 
Such is the Grace of the Goſpel, that it in-“ 
vites the worſt of Sinners to Repentance, and] 
promiſes Pardon to them; Let the Wicked for 
fake his Way, and the Unrighteou Man bi Ny t 
Thoug his, nd br bem turn unto the Lord, and bf - 
will have Mercy upon him, and to our Ged, for li nd 
will abundantly pardon, Ia. 55. 7. if any " ia 
you are afraid or conſcious to your ſelves, thaWnd 


7% 
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liſc 


you have run into this Sin, this ſhould noifWny 
| diſcourage} 
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ihe 4 licourage but quicken your Repentance 3 the 
Recovery of ſuch Sinners is indeed very diffi- 
56 tulc, and uncommon, but it is not utterly im- 
able doflible and deſperate; here is room for Hope 
Ton Ind Endeavour: God may, peradventure, give 
In Repentance to the Acknowledgement of the 
ri ruth; and where ever he gives Repentance, 
ade We gives Remiſſion of Sins. 

and | Having premis'd theſe Particulars, I ſhall 
dar. Row more directly ſhew, who they are, that 
le. gre /o chargeable with this Sin, that withour 


uch deep Repentance, they will fall under the 

10 reatned Puniſhmeat. As, 

i I. This is the Condition of all thoſe who 
iz 


Pave caſt off rhe Belief and Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
will ho disbelieve the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Vac aich, either in whole, or in any of the funda- 
willy ental Branches of it, and whoſe Morals, are 
and f the ſame Size and Extent with their Faith: 
Fheſe Perſons generally, firſt, Put away 4 good 
ant Fon ſcience, and afterwards make Shipwrack of 
Faith. 1 Tim. 1. 19. If any of their Actions be 


s oli aterially ſuch, as Chriſt in his Goſpel re- 
alt Wires of us, they have no Regard to hig Au- 
In. nority in what they do, but make their own 
and vin and Humour, or the precarious and un- 
for- ertain Maxims of worldly Honour and Safe- 
"fy the Rule of their Actions. This is the Caſe 


f ſuch as in a Chriſtian Country turn Peſts 
Wed Jeſidelt, they are weary of wearing a Chri- 
ian Name, reckon it a Reproach to them, 


hatWnd had rather be reputed the Followers of 
not Te one than of the bleſſed 182 z they bend all 
age their 
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their profane Wit and Malice, to anderm 
and overturn the Foundations of that Holy Re.“ 
gion into which they were once baptized, tall 
they may introduce meer Paganiſm into c 
Chriſtian World. Theſe are Apoſtates of tl 1 0 
firſt Magnitude; as they are Chriſt's moſt bit. 
ter Enemies; ſo they are Objects of all tha 
terrible Vengeance he has threatned in bi 
Word againſt ſuch. In the firſt Ages of Chr. 
ſtianity, the Fear of Suffering and Death wa 
generally the Spring of Apoſtacy; but in out, 
Days, we have Reaſon to think that it ariſe 
from a worſe Principle: Thro' the Indul, 
gence of Heaven, Chriſtianity has had the 
Countenance of the Civil Magiſtrate for ſeveri!! 

Ages. An external Profeſſion of it is ver 
conſiſtent with Men's worldly Intereſt ard 
Safety; if notwithſtanding this, they reckon i 
a Diſgrace to be Nominal Chriſtians, this mul 
proceed from ſpiritual Pride, and a ſecret vic 4 
like of the. Holy Deſign and Tendency ol 
Chriſtianity, 

2. They are chargeable with this Sin, be 
do not in their om Perſons ſincerely comply with 10 33 
Deſion of the Goſpel, whatever their Profeſſion ma 
be Many nominal Chriſtians are real lafidel: i * 
they do not at Heart believe that Religion au 
they make Profeſſion of; but ſtil] they conti. 116 
nue their Profeſſion becauſe they think it off th 
prudent and politick, moſt for their Honour » 
and Intereſt to bear a Chriſtian Name: Perſon ih 
of theſe Principles, neither are, nor can be 
rea! Friends to Chriſt; it is not the Honour ci <* 
Tt „ Chrilf 


es 


7 
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nin Chriſt that ſways and governs them in their 

Fe. Actions; they, will no longer have a regard to 

hal oer, than it is conſiſtent with and conducive to 

the. Their own. There are others, that by Means 
of their Education, have ſome Kind of noti- 


il | 
bit. Pnal and traditional Belief and Perſwafidn, 


tha That the Goſpel is a divine Revelation, that 
his Chriſt is the Saviour of the World; but this 
b 5a weak and ſpiritleſs Principle, that has no 
Wan Nanctifying Power and Efficacy upon their 
or Hearts and Lives; they live in Rioting and 
riſs Prunkenneſe, in Chambering and Wantonneſi; 
dul, Rom. 13. 13. or in ſome other fleſhly Luſt; 
the they are utter Strangers to the true Spirit and 


era) Life of Religion, ſatisfying themſelves with 
er) Itbe Form of Godiineſs, whilſt they deny the 


and Power thereof, 2 Tim. 3. 5. They, reckon Sim- 

n i Wpliciry and goaly Siurerity to be needleſs Scrupu- 

null ody and Preciſeneſs, and ſcorn to conform to, 
and regulate their Actions by the ſtrict Rules 


Dich 4 


of Wand Precepts of the Goſpel; theſe Perſons, 


either conſider not the Connection and Con- 
b equences of Things, or elſe fooliſhly hope to 
Tl Wreconcile the Chriſtian Faith with, a wicked 
a Life. Tho? theſe i» Words may own Chriſt, yet 
1; Mor hs they deny him, being abominavle, diſobe- 
08 FRA and to every good Work reprobate, 11 
ati. 16. How ſound ſoever their Notions may be, 
l they will never make amends for the Hereſy of 
our wicked Life. It's hard to ſuppoſe they 
ou ſhould really believe that Goſpel their Lives 
be are a plain Contradiction to; however it is 
oi evident they are practically aſtamed of their 
riſf "GY Profeſſion, 
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Profeſſion, and are à Shame to it: ben fon 
would ſuffer leſs by their verbal renouncing i rs 
than now it does by their living ſo unſuitab/l Wo 
to it. le 
3. They are chargeable with this Sin, Ig Sob: 
have no concern to carry on Chriſt's Reforming De Marr 
Sign among ſt others. In this we muſt evidenc | 4 ate 
our ſincere complyance therewith in our on! f 
Souls. They give but ſorry Proof of ti. 
Sanctification of their own Hearts, and th 
Reformation of their own Lives, who car. # 
not what becomes of Religion in the World Y 
whether it be propagated or not. They wil 
be at no Pains, break thro' no Difficultic, 
bear no Reproaches, for the attaining ſo goo 
an End. It is poſſible for Perſons to diſlik: 
and condemn thoſe things in others which 
they practiſe themſelves. Few Vicious Paaren, 
or Maſters would have their Children or Sen. 
vants tread in their Steps; they diſcern tha 
Deformity in other Mens Actions which blind 
Partiality and Affection, for their Luſts hinder 
them from diſcerning in their on; but ever 
one that ſincerely hates Sin in himſelf, will 6 
deavour to deſtroy it in others:; for that Hatred 
of Sin is not ſincere, which is not univerſal: 
All that are true to the Intereſt of Chriſt, can- 
not but deſire that it may univerſally ſpreadlf : 
and obtain: They would gladly ſee his Nan 
hallowed, his Kingdon come, and his Will be done 3 
071 Earth as it is in Heaven. As this is the Mat- 
ter of their daily Prayer, ſo they dare not but ; 
Yigoroul y endeavour 1 It in their Place and Sta- 4 þ 

| tion; 


7". © f ; 
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gie on: Without this they know that their Pray- 
2 12 rs are but - hypocritical Wiſhes, and idle 
ab Words, that can never be pleaſing to Chriſt. 

e expects that every one in their proper 
*Wohere ſhould put to their helping Hand in 
 D*Farrying on this his Deſign. All may contri- 
Jure ſomething, tho' ſome are better qua- 
"Sfy'd and may do more than others. Where 
*Thriſt gives Perſons the Talents of Wiſdom 
ind Prudence, Authority and Wealth, puts 
dem into Places of Power and Truſt that are 
If an extenſive Influence, he expects they 
ou'd be proportionably uſeful and ſerviceable. 

Negligence and Cowardice in them, is worſe 
Kan in Perſons in a lower Capacity, who want 
heir Advantages and Opportunities. There 
hre ſeveral Ways in which we may promote 
and ſubſerve this Cauſe of Chriſt, viz. By ſeri- 
- us Counſel and Advice, by Admonitions and 

*Reproofs, by calling upon the Civil Magiſtrate 
Fo execute the Laws againſt profligate Sinners, 
pr at leaſt by aſſiſting with our Purſes thoſe 
Ver ghat do ſo. They that can do the leaſt, may 
en. pelp forward the Work by their fervent Pray- 
red ers and holy Example, by openly approving 

Ind ſpeaking up for it, and vindicating it, (as 
pportunity offers) from thoſe unjuſt Re- 
Pproaches that are caſt upon it by wicked Men. 
They, that think it below them thus to ſtand. 
lane p and appear for the Honour of Chriſt, are 
Fhargable with this Sin of being aſhamed of 
im, and may expect He will be aſhamed of 
em, whoever they be, whether they make a 

1 1 {maller 


. 
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| urig, becauſe it was the Power of God to Salva. 


ir would have been a deſperate one had no FX 


ſmaller or a greater Figure in this World 

as the „ are not below his Notice, ſo ti 
higheſt are not above his Reſentment, nor o 
of the Reach of his avenging Arm: HavinzY 


thus explain'd'rhe Nature of the Sin; J proceed m 


9. 70 ſhem the geeatueſt of it. That this i 
Sin that carries great Turpitude, and Guilt 
and Maligaity in it, will appear by conſiderio “ 

I. The Perſon whoſe Caufe they are aſhamed «Wc, 
the bleſſed Jeſus: He who is the juſt Object 
our higheſt Eſteem, Adoration, and Hon 
both upon the Account of what he is in him. 
ſelf, and what he has done and ſuffered for ui 
He is the eternal Son of God, the Brightneſs 
his Father's Glory, and the expreſs [mage o 
his Perſon, clothed wich all the tranſcendan 
Excellencies and Perfections of the divine Nie 
ture, the Redeemer and Saviour of Sinners, 
whom all the Angels of God worſhip and adort, 
Saint Paul was er aſhamed of the Goſpel 1 5 


com Rom. 1. 16. Chriſt himſelf, tho? be 3 
Was ts the Jews 4 Stumblivio Block, wo to 1% A 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs-;, 1 Cor f. 23, 24 yet 
them that are ſaved, he is in a higher Senſe vil 4 
Power of God and the Wiſdom of Ged, and conſe + 
quently there can be no Reaſon why we hond 
be aſhamed of him. Again, If it was he tha : 

appeared for us, and eſpouſed our Cauſe when 


he undertaken it, and to Perſons that did nol 
ehr weight T ons it might 2 
_ 
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rid ame ful one in it ſelf, and he knew it would 
0 th; rtainly expoſe him to the unjuſt Reproach 
ad Calumny of wicked Men. It is certain 
Dat the Cauſe of our Redemption was truly 
mpaſſionable, and worthy the Eſpouſal of _ 
e Son of God; If there had been any thing 
it truly ſcandalous, he would never have 
"Woke jor acted any thing in our Behalf. 7: 
came him for whom are all things, and by mbom 
& all things in bringing many Sons to Glory, to 
le he Captain of our Salvation perfect thro” 
erings, Heb. 2. 10. But the Decency ard Fit- 
ess of this Deſign, and the Suitableneſs of the 
Means for the Accompliſhment of it, did not 
e obvious to every Eye: I queſtion whether 
Iny created Eye did or could diſcern it ante- 
edent to the Revelation of the divine Council 
Ind Purpoſe. When God's Majeſty. and Great- 
eſs, our Meanneſs and Vileneſs, and the ſeve- 
al Aggravations of our Apoſtacy were duly 
e. Fonſidered, finite Creatures might well be ar 
he 3 Loſs to know whether it was fit, that ſuch 
t hay Endeavours ſhould be nſed to feſtore 
thnem to the divine Image and Favour : If the 
nſe. ood Angels had been able, they might have 
onlipeen afraid or aſhamed to inter poſe in this Caſe, 
that not knowing but God might have looked upon 
heit as a Diſhonour and Affront to the Wiſdom 
nnd Holineſs of his Government, eſpecially 
noi hen he had ſo lately given an awful laſt ance 
m Wt his Severity . againſt Sin in the Puniſh- 


t: ment of the fallen Angels; a ben our Affaits 


Were 
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were tnus hazardous and doubtful in the d 


View and Apprehenſion of all Creatures, he 
did the Son of God appear for us, he under. 
took to manage our Cauſe, ſo as effecually 
to ſecure both his Father's Glory and ot. 
Happineſs : This he did freely and voluntarily, 
| being under no other Obligation, then wha 

his own Promiſe in Pity and Compaſſion to 
Sinners brought him under. This he did 
when he might have refus'd the Undertakin 4 
without any juſt Reproach to himſelff nay, 8 
when he could have glorify'd his Power, Ju- 
ſtice, and Holineſs, in our Condemnation and 
Perditionz notwithſtanding all this, he hath "iſ 
entred into Engagement for us, and has fully 
made them good: tho' he was in the Form of 
God, aud thought it no Robbery to be equal with | 
God, yet made himſelf of no Reputation and tool Wh 
upon him the Form of a Servant, and was mad: 
in the Likeneſs of Men, he humbled himſelf ani 
became obedient to the Death of the Croſs, Phil. 2. 
7, 9. He has endured the Croſs and aeſpiſea . 
the Shame. and ſuffered the Contradiction of Sin- 
ners againſt himſelf, Heb. 12. 2, 3. His Viſao: I 0 
was marr'd more then any Mans, and his Form 
more then the Sons of Men. Ia. 5 2. 14. He was A 
deſpiſed and rejected of Men, a Man of Sorrow 
and acquainted with Greif. Iſa. 53. 3. He gave 
his Back to the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them 
that plucked off the Hair : He hid not his Face 
from Shame and Spitting. Iſa. 56. 6. Now 
did the Son of God endure all theſe and many i 
more Inſtances of Shame and Reproach, 8 2 
3 an 
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11 jd Ignominy in our Cauſe, and ſhall we be 
= bamed of bim, or diſcourag'd at any little 
er.! eproach, we may meet with in ſerving his 
a puſe and Intereſt? what monſtrous Ingrati- 
ou, de, what an unſuitable Return would this 
1 >! We ſhould rather look upon Shame for 


na riſt as our Honour, and Glory in it as a no- 

ie part of our Conformity to him, rejoycing 
Wo ich the Apoſtles, that we are conried wor thy ro 
F fer Shame for his Name Sake Acts 5. 41. and 
"Wat wg have ſuch an Opportunity of ſhewing 
r Eſfeem, Love, and Gratitude to him, 
r all that he has done and ſuffered for us. 


ande prther, co be aſhamed of him, beſides the In- 
atl ; de of it. i ctically to declare to t 

y elude or it, is practically to declare to che 
10 orld, that we look upon the Deſign he 


me about, to be ſo fooliſh, unreaſonable and 
furd, that it is below his Dignity and Ho- 
Pur; and that he would have acted moie 


44 Peoming and worthy of himſelf, if he had 


ffered Mankind, to continue in their Apoſtacy 
om God, in a State of Enmity and Rebellion, 
"Wichout attempting their Reconciliation and 


2 ecovery. Chriſt will and cannot but highly 
ent, and ſeverely puniſh ſuch a vile Re- 


Peſentation of himſelt, and of his redeeming 
Nove and Grace to the World as this is. 


"2" I 2. There is nothing in this Cauſe that is 
_ gal Matter of Shame and Reproac h. Here! 
em 


A ight conſider the Reaſonableneſs and Credi- 
lity of all the Doctrines of Chriſtianity; there 
8 oothing in any of them, that auy wile 
Nan has any Reaſon to be ajpamed of. As ic 

a faithful Saying, ſo ic is worthy of all Ac cep- 


dio 


ow 
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tation that Jeſus Chriſt came inte the World 1 
ave Sinners. 1 Tim. 1. 15. But I ſhall con 
fine my ſelf to the Cauſe of REFORM ATI 
ON you are engag'd in, that this is truly ho 
nourable, and no juſt Matter of Reproach i 
evident, whether you conſider it with Relat 
on to Chriſt or abſolutely in its own Nature 
I. Relatively confidered, it is the Cauſe i 
Chrift, what. he approves of, intereſts himſel 
in; he has done much, and is ſtill doing much 


J 
4 


to carry it on: You are but ſubordinate li 
ſtruments in his Hand: Can it be a Diſgra 
or Diſhonour to be the Servants of Chrily 
Imitators of him, your Lord and Maſter , 
certainly this is the higheſt Honour Crew 
cures are capable of; the moſt exalted Cheri 
bim and Seraphims in Heaven, think it a prin 
cipal Part of their Dignity, as well as Hap 
pineſs, to be active Inſtruments in promoting tha 
Honour and Glory of God, and the Redeemer. 

2. Abſolutely conſidered, what is there in i 
that a reaſonable Creature ſhould be aſhameY 
of ? Is it an unreaſonable or an unworth. 


thing, to endeavour the ſaving of your ſelve 


os 


2 


and others, from Ruin and Deſtruction, bot... 
temporal and eternal? Are not the moral Pr 
cepts of the Goſpel holy juſt and good ? ſuch af 
approve themſelves to the Reaſon of all ung 
prejudiced Minds, being admirably adapt 
to promote and advance the preſent Felicity 
and Happineſs, both of particular Perſons, and 
hy mane Societies? Is it nnbecoming a Creatun 
to be concern'd for the Honour of its Male 
and Governonr; or to do its uttermolt to preg 

yell 
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Went his Name from being openly prophaned 
ad blaſphem'd by profligate Sinners? don't 


I e owe as much Reſpect to the Name of 
r heavenly Father, and conſtant Bene factor, 


ve do to the Fathers of our Heſh, or to the 
ame of our Prince and Soveraign? Is it not 
coming the Inhabitants of a Nation to have 


7 Love for their native Country, and a migh- 
mic Concern to promote its Peace and Tran- 
es. bility, Proſperity and Happineſs ; by endea- 
_{ the Obſervation of thoſe Laws, that 
: a ould make a People happy, and executing 


e penal Sanctions upon notorious Criminals ? 


5 Sin be of a ſhameful Nature, and diffuſes 
Miſery and Ruin wherever it comes, it can be 
*. Matter of Shame to ſtop and hinder the 
©, Piſonous and fatal Infection. Suppoſe this 
bo onld prove difficult and coſtly Work, ſup- 


e you ſhould ſuffer in your Name and Eſtate, 


Ga u may look upon all that you meet with, 
ok ſo many Scars and Marks of Honour, recei- 


ad in the Field of Battle; nay, tho? you 
Huld Joſe your Lives in this Cauſe, you will 
in the Bed of onour, and not as a Fool 
gs. Conſidering the Maſter you ſerve, the 
odneſs of your Canſe, and that maſly 
own of Glory, that is prepared for ſuch, 
re would be no matter for the Upbraid- 
and Reproach of Conſcience, nor any 
l Blemiſh left upon your Names and Me- 
ry; but you will deſerve to be had in ever- 
ing Remembrance: This being really the Caſe, 
W inexcuſable muſt they be who are aſna- 
d where no Shame is, nay aſhamed of what is 

Ye ln + | their 
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their Honour, and they have Cauſe to glory in in * ? 
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3. The Character of the Per ſons, that Y 
proach and vilifie this Cauſe as a diſhonour | 
ble Thing; which 3s intimated in the Toll 
they are a ſinful and adulterous Generation, uf 


vileſt and baſeſt Part of Mankind ; Perſod rr 
that have ſo far debaſed humane Nature ar 1 e 
brutified themſelves, that they are not con Mou 
petent Judges of what is truly noble and l ert 
nourable, and what is not; their Minds a, 
darkned, their Inclinations vitiated, m mu e 
of natural Light is extinquiſh'd in them, th Ha 
have no diſtinguiſhing Taſte of moral Go 4 
and Evil. Are the Opinions and Sentiment i 
of ſuch Men much to be regarded? a 
they fit to determine what is becoming 1 pre 
Dignity of humane Nature, who live o. 
much below it, and are a real Reproach toi 1 en 
A wiſe Man would no more regard their Scof ie 
and Flouts, then the Ravings of diſtrach We 
Perſons. Shall the Judgment of Malefacto 
be ask'd, whether the Laws that conden b 
them, are juſt and righteous, or whether} of 
would be honourable in the Judge to exec pf 
thoſe Laws upon them? would not that Jud pf 
act very meanly and unworthy of his Char a 
Rter, that ſhould be aſhamed to do it, for ic: 
of being reproached by guilty Criminal = 
Theſe and ſuch as theſe, who do feel or deſcriWic 
to feel the Weight and Penalties of the Lauf 1 h; 
are the Perſons, that would bring a ScandWpe 
and Slurr upon your honourable Undertakingſ IN 


and yet as to ſome of them, as bad as they a: 
it may be reaſonably preſum'd, that cheſ 


& 12 
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arments and Conſciences are not ſo blinded 
ad perverted, as really to think and believe 
Phat they ſay: They are forced inwardly to 
c:Wpprove and honour the Perſons and Things 
Mey in Words reproach and condema: 
WF hether this be ſo or no, whilſt you have 
Mc Approbation of your own Conſciences, 
au may, and ought to go couragiouſly on; for 
rtainly that Man acts fooliſhly and wicked- 
. who to avoid the Scorn of Fools, endures 
Je Confuſion of his own Mind, and the 
Waſhes of his own enlightned Conſcience. . _ 
Goo 4. This is a Cauſe chat has the Approbation 
nen f the mot competent Judges; being the Cauſe 
f God and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. God 
Promiſes to honour thoſe who honour him, 1 Sam. 2. 
Ro. Chriſt will confeſs thoſe before his Father in Hea= 
en, who confeſs him before Men, Mat. 10. 32. It 
so has the Approbation of the beſt and wiſeſt 
ad Men of all Denominationt, however they differ in leſſer 
actor more diſputable Things, they agree in this; 
den Roya Proclamations, Acts of Parliament, ſeveral 
f the Judges and Juſtices really are, and all 
cecuſſhf them by Oath are obliged to be on the Side 
f Feformation againſt Prophaneſs and De- 
har pauchery. At the Beginning of Chriſtianity 
r fee Cauſe of Chriſt fell under publick Odium 
nd Reproach; the Powers of Earth and Hell 
eſerſßid combine together againſt ir, and yet at 
Laußh hat Time it was worth ſtanding by, and ap- 
candſhpearing for; thoſe that did ſo then, never had 
king ny Reaſon to be aſhamed of what they did: 
7 a hrilſt's Cauſe was the ſame then that it is now: 
the e muſt not make the Judgment and Appro- 
Jad bation 
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8 of the greateſt on Earth, the chielf 0 
Reaſon why we eſpouſe it; but when God q : 
pleas'd to leſſen our Difficulties, multiply ou »$ 
Encouragements, and greatly facilitate til 
Diſcharge of our Duty, by removing _ 
of thoſe Temptations and e dee 4 
which others had to encounter with z we ſhall 
be the more inexcuſable in our Negligence and 
Untaichfulneſs. Does that Man act become * 
a rcaſonable Creature, who is more aw'd and 
influenc'd by the Word of a few and unthinking 
Sinners, than by the Judgment of God himſelt, 
and of the greateſt and beſt of Men, or who'Y 
docs more value their Approbation and vain 
| Applauſe, than that Honour which comes fron 
God the Fountain of all true Honour. 
. Thoſe that are aſhamed of this Cauſe, 4% 
* Perſonal Engagements to ſer ve and advance 
it. In our Baptiſm we promis'd, that we wou'( 
not be aſhamed to conteſs the Faith of Chriſt 
cracify*d, and to fight under his Banner, againit f Wi 
the Devil, World and Fleſh 3 this Engagement 
ſtands in full Force againſt us, we cannot refuſe 
to make it good, without being guilty of the F 
greateſt Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery, and WM 
without forfeiting our Right to, and Interel'Þ 3 
in all the Bleſſings of the Baptiſmal Covenant. 3 
We either ſtill retain the Chriſtian Name, or | 
we do not; if we do not, we are able u 


for by our "aging, we do — deſers chat 
| | Carl, 
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3M auſe, which by our Ba tiſm we are bound, and 
o our continued Profeſſion, we pretend to own 
th Id maintain; Can the Guilt of ſuch be ſmal] ? 
1207 6. Laſtly, Theſe Perſons do at the ſame Time 
ent y in that which is a proper Object of Shame. 
ſhall. the Reproach of any Perſon or People. Prov. 
abe - 34. Every Sin is more or leſs juſt Matter of 
nig hame, thoſe Sins eſpecially, which you are en- 
and W2 d to puniſh and ſuppreſs: This Sinners are 
cine üble of, whenever they are brought to true 
ſelſ epentance, then they bluſh and are aſhamed, 
ho 4 abbor themſelves in Duſt and Aſhes. What 
vain it had ye, faith the Apoſtle, in thoje Things 
ron ereof ye are now aſhamed ? Rom. 6. 21. There 
that Deformity and Monſtroſity in Sin, it is 
% booliſn and unreaſonable, unprofitable and 
ince Ernicious a Thing, that after the Commiſſion, 
ud Perſon cannot ſeriouſly and impartially re- 
ri New and conſider it, without Shame and Con- 
inſt ion: How ſtrange and unaccountable is it, 
cnt Wat Perſons ſhould be aſhamed to diſcharge 
fuſe Peir Duty in the Diſcountenance and Puniſh- 
ent of Sin, and yet reckon it no Diſgrace to 
1nd Ne in the Commiſſion of groſs and wilful Sins 
emſelves, or at leaſt to he Companions of 
a in Friendſhip with thoſe that do fo ? What 
they leſs than confound the Names and Na- 
res of Things? They extinguiſh the Diffe- 
Ice betwixt Good and Evil, calling Evi! 
gad, and Good, Evil; putting Darkneſs for 
abr, and Light for Darkneſs; Ita. 5.20. and fo 
e liable to the Noe denounced againſt fach. 
Thus have I endeavour'd to give ſome Ac- 
ont of the Malignity of this Sin, 1 now pro- 
Wed to conſider | H. The 
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II. The Awfulneſs of the Puniſhment, that 
ſhall be inflicted upon ſuch Sinners. I can give 
you but a ſhort Account and Repreſentation 
of it. They ſometimes meet with ſevere Re- | 
bukes from the Providences of God in this Life, 
he ſingles them out, and makes them the Marks 
of his heavy and. ſore Indignation, and the Ob- 
jets of publick Scorn and Contempt. How- | 
ever this may be, it the Puniſhment be never 


ſo long delay'd, it is ſure and certain, and will | 


be very ſevere and terrible at laſt z for Chriſt : 


will be aſhamed of them, when he comes in the Glo- 


ry of his Father, and the holy Angels. The Great- | 
neſs of this Puniſhment will appear, 5 

1. From the Matter of it; Chriſt will be 
aſhamed of them, i. e. He will diſown them, 
diſclaim any Relation to, Acquaintance with, 
and Affection for them; tho?, then they will | 


be deſirous and forward enough to claim and 


renew their Acquaintance with him, to put 


him in mind of the Profeſſion they once made, 
and the Relation they ſtood in to him; how 
they have eat and drank in his Preſence, and he 


bas taught in their Streets, yet he will ſay unto | 
them, / know ye not, depart from me all ye Work- | 
ers of Iniquity. Luk. 13. 26, 27. He will profeſs | 
to the World, he never approv'd of them, or 
own'd them, for his real Members. He always 
reckon'd it a Diſhonour and Diſgrace to be 


ſtyl'd the Lord and Saviour of ſach fearful and 
unfaithful Wretches, tho' they ſhould plead | 


wich never ſo much Importunity to be rank'd | 
among his Friends, and to ſhare in the purcha- | 
„ ſed 
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ſed Bleſſedneſs of his Kingdom. He'll reject all 


their Entreaties and Pleas with the greateſt De- 


teſtation; inſtead of admitting them to Heaven, 


he will condemn them to the loweſt Hel, to 
take their Lot and Portion with Hy pocrites and 
Unbelievers, in the hotteſt Place there. All this 
he will do without any compaſſionate Relent- 
tings in his Heart or Countenance, nay with 


5 all the Marks of holy Scorn and Iudignation: He 
will laugh at their Calamity and mock when their Fear 


comes, when their Fear comes as a Deſolation, and 


their Deſtruct ion as a Whirlwind, when Diſtreſs 
'2 and Anguiſh' cometh upon them, then ſhall they call 
nen him, hut he will not anſwer, they will ſeek him 
early, but ſhall not find him. Prov. 1. 26, 27, 28. 


2. He that will be thus aſhamed of them is 
the bleſſed Jeſus, the compaſſionate Lover of loſt 


Souls; he whoſe Favour and Countenance, they 


moſt need, and which would be of more Advan- 


tage and Conſequence to them then that of the 


whole World; his being aſhamed of them ſhews 


that their Crime is very great, it will admit of 
no Palliation and Excuſe. That Cauſe can ne- 


ver be truly compaſhonable which the Saviour 
refuſes to undertake, eſpecially when he pleads 


2 againſt ic inſtead of being an Advocate for it; 


there is no Appeal from his Tribunal ; if he be 
aſhamed of Sianers, it is not in the Power of all 


4 Creatures to relieve and help them; the fallen 
8 A4rgels will inſult and deride them for their 
g egregious Folly and Madneſs; and the good An- 


gels will have no tender Com paſſions remaining 


in their Breaſts, for they will be of the ſame 


Mind and Sentiment with Chrift. 


mall be Spectators of their Shame and Diſ- | 
tormer Crimes, ſhall then be publiſh'd, and 
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The Time for all this will add to their] 
Miſery, This ſhall be at Chriſt's ſecond Ap. 
pearaice, when he comes in the Glory of his Fa. A 
ther : He will then look like himſelf as the eter.| 
nal Son of God : This will be the Day of bir 


gloricus Manifeſtation, when all the Clouds of 0 
lofamy and Reproach, that have 1 e:n here caſt c 
upon his Perſon and Offices, ſhall be diſpersd 8" 
and ſcattered: Sinners ſhall they bave other tf 
Thoughts and Apprehenſions of him, than 2 ar 
they have, they ſhall know too late the Worth ul 
of an Intereſt in his Favour and Friendſhip, | ch 
All the Glory he will then appear in, wil ly 
ſerve to render them the more infamous and 2 ol 
Miſerable: Again conſider | UI 
4. The End {of bis thus appearing, which is} $' 
to render to er ery one according to their Works la 
He'll adjudge them to, and fix them in their = Cc 
eternal State; thoſe, that he is aſhamed of ® 
then, will feel the Effects of his Diſpleaſure 5 
for ever, they will have no after-Opportunity d 
to pacific his Anger, and reſtore themſelves V 
to his Love and Favour. The Contempt be 
then throws upon ther, muſt abide upon 
them to all Eternity. 0 
J. Another Aggravation of their - Miſery, | U 
will be the publick Manner, in which it ſhall . © 
be inflicted. They ſhall, not be condemned MF} © 
and puniſh'd in private; the whole World 4 


grace; the Baſeneſs and Deformity of their 


their Puniſhment ſhall be as publick nay 
more ſo, chen ever their Contempt of Chrilt 
Was 
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waz or could be; Angels and Men ſhall be 


8 Wirneſſes and Judges of che Equity of their 
.& Condemnation. And Jaſtly 


Fa 
ter. 6. The Conſciences of Sinners themſelves, 
f hi; will then be ſo far enlightened, that they'll be 
s of  forc'd to own the Righteouſneſs of Chr iſt's Pro- 
caſt MF ceeding againſt them; their Puniſhment will be 
rs greater than they can bear, tho? not greater than 


& they aeſerve Sin will then appear in its true. 
and proper Colours; they, will no longer be 


wth 1 under thoſe fatal Miſtakes and Deluſions, which 
hip. they now put upon themſelves, but will clear- 
wih 1y diſcera che Odiouſneſs, Folly, and Deformity 


of Sin, and call themſelves Fools a thouſand 
times, that for the ſorry Trifles of Time and 
1 is WF Senſe, they ſhould. bring upon themſelves ever- 
„. laſting Shame and Miſery. Their own enrag- 
jeir ed Conſciences will upbraid them, as much as 
of any can do, and the ſtinging Laſnes and Re- 
ure proaches thereof, will be that geathleſs orm 
ity that will continually prey upon them in that Fi7e 
ves which ſhall never be quenched. I pals on to the 


on! III. General: The anſwering of Objections; 
= ſome of thoſe | ſhall take Notice of, 


1 * ner r N Dig. 
„have been ſufficiently anſwer'd by ney 's Eſay. 


all! others; bur *cill Men are weary 
ed! of pleading the Cauſe of Vice, we mult not 
d be weary of refuting their vain Cavils, leſt they 

if. & ſhould be look'd upon as unanſwerable. 

ir 1. Object. Some may object, They are not 
ad aſhamed of the Cauſe of Chriſt, or of this parti- 

2y cular Part of it, The Reformaticn of Aanners, 
it dat they like not your Way and Metbed of 


48 | E 2 carry - 
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carrying of it on; they thiok it betow | 
them to turn Igformers; the Name Informer is | 
grown odious and deſpicable, and no Man of 
Character cares for its Imputation, To this | 


anſwer, 


j 


1. A wiſe and good Man will firſt conſult 
his Duty, and always prefer that to his Repu- 
tation with others, and in judging of Things, 
will more conſider the true Nature of Actions, 
than any hard Names Perſons may be pleas'd | 
to put upon them; we muſt paſs thro? Evil Re- 
port as well as good Report for Chriſt. He that 
- cannot flight and deſpiſe a few reproachful i 
Words, is but ſorrily prepar'd to ſuffer Mar- 


tyrdom. ob 5 
2. To whom was it owing, that this has 


ever been a Name of Reproach ? If there had 
never been any other Kind of Informers, than 
thoſe which compoſe your Worthy Societies, this 
Name had ne'er lain under that Infamy that 
once it did; the Methods you take is the beſt 
Way to wipe off that Reproach, and to bring i 
it into Honour and Reputation; tho? an everlaſting 
Blot is juſtly. left upon the Memory of moſt of | 


thoſe to whom that Name did formerly belong: 


Perſons muſt wilfully ſhut their Eyes, that can't 
diſcern a wide Difference between our Preſent | 
Tafermers, and thoſe of that Name in or- 
mer Reigus: As ro the Character of their Per- 


ſons, the Canfe of their Information, and the 
Moves they went upon; they were generally 
Perſons of very bad Morals, ſome of them of 
deſperate Fortunes, who had no real Regard 
to, or concern for, Religion of any Sort; rea- 


dy 


n 
. 


. - 
= Ci 
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= dy to forward and countenance the Deſigns and 
Encroachments of Arbitrary Power, to the in- 

IE croducing of Popery and Slavery among us: Who 
did they inform againſt, but Perſons that were 
Z more righteous than themſelves ? And for 
what ? but for worſhipping God peaceably and 
= quietly, accordingly to the Dictates of their 
= own Conſciences: By this Means ſome did en- 
rich themſelves to the Ruin of their poor Neigh- 


bours; this was a Cauſe that Perſons of Ho- 
- && nour and Conſcience, the Patrons of the juſt 
i Rights and Priviledges of Mankind, could not 
11 but be aſhamed of. Bleſſed be God, the Infor- 
= 


mations you are concerned in, are of another 
Nature, you inform againſt nothing but real 
Crimes, ſuch as the Light of Nature, the Laws 
d Hof God, as well as of the Land, do forbid and 
n condemn; ſuch as you can give convincing Evi- 
dence of, and ſo are in no Danger of breaking 
the Ninth Commandment upon that Account. 


ft 1 I dare appeal to the Conſciences of Men, whe- 
1, ther ſuch Sins as Blaſphemy, prophane Swear- 
's ng, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Sabbath-break- 
0 


ing, Cc. have not a more apparent Tendency 
2 * o the Diſhonour of God and Religion, and to 
t WWhe Diſturbance and Ruin of humane Societies, 
han ſober and loyal Perſons maintaining diſ- 
Putable Opinions in Religion, and worſhipping 
od according to them? There is the Plea of 
onſcience in the one, but none can pretend to 
in the other. They that will not own they are 
onvinc'd in their Conſciences of the Sinfulneſs 
W their impure Practices, can't ſay that they are 
ound in Conſcience to continue them; 1 

N ore 
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fore Information in the one Caſe, may be juſtly 
blame able, when in the other it is truly honourable. | 

3. They that reckon the Name INFOR/MER | 
is grown odious and deſpicable, I hope don't 
mean, that it was a Name of Honour, when 
apply'd to thoſe, who inform'd againſt the 
worſhipping Aſſemblies of Proteſtant Diſſenters, . 
but that now it is become a Name of Scandal and 


Reproach, ſince applyed to thoſe that detect - 
and inform againſt publick Houſes of Lewdneſs. M.. 


This would be to reflect upon the Wiſdom of 2 
the Nation, who ſaw a Neceſſity of repealing 
the Penal Laws towards the former, but have 


. 
* 
At 
|. © 
F 
"4 


multiply'd and invigorated them towards the | 


" 
N 
' 


latter. 
the 
pri 
70 
ber 
ot t 
proach and Condemnation of your Fellow Crea. 8 
tares— Rom. 2. 3. You are fo far from enrich - 
ing your ſelves with the Spoils of others, cha 2 
you frequently recede from your owl 
Rights, and don't always demand what legallf 
you might; nay, | might add, you are at cool 
ſiderable Coſt and Expence. to carry on you 
| Proſecutions. Since then the End you prof 
poſe, 1s truly honourable, and the Means mad 
uſe of, have no mercinary, ſelfiſh Aſpe& auf 
Appearance; what is there in thisjwhole Aj 
fair, that a Man of Character has any Reaſon 
be aſhamed of? They that dillike the moſt p 

1 mil 


* 
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| miling Means of Reformation, are not very 
Z hearty Friends to the Thing ic ſelf. It may be 
again objected, | 
= 2. Object. That if the Buſineſs of Inſorming 
be not a Matter of Scandal, *tis however © a 


Matter of Indiſferency, except in Caſes of 
2 Bt © Treaſon, Murder and Idolatry : Tho? Perſons 
0 = © may lawfully inform againſt other Crimes, 
= © yet they may as lawfully decline it, and let 
of | 


it alone; they are not bound to prompt the 
* Magiſtrate with Information againſt ſuch 
g Sins as Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
oc. To this J anſwer, | 
he tit the foremention'd Crimes were only of a 
private Nature, injurious to our ſelves, and 
ur the Puniſhment of 'em was of the Nature of a 
"private Debt due tous, we might then in ma- 
yy Caſes recede from our own Right, and paſs 
our them by, for it may not always be Injuſtice 
Hot to demand that which yet we may juſtly de- 
mand; but theſe Crimes are of a very different 


© 
=3 
NS 


— Nature; the Injury done by them, is done to 
— od and the Publick ; they, are a publick Diſ- 


Ponour to him, and have a natural and moral 
gg cndency to bring down his Judgments upon 
Nation, if they ben't reſtrain'd and puniſh'd 3 
e Puniſhment is due to the Honour of God, 
nd to che Safety and Happineſs of publick So- 

eties; if theſe Sins have no pernicious Influ- 
ce upon them, why does the Government take 
y Notice of them, and make Penal Laws 
zalnſt them? And why does Her ſacred Ma- 
fy in her Royal Proclamations, call upon her Ju- 
ices of the Peace, and others concerned, to 
"eg. 
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ſee to the Execution of them? If the Laws are 
juſt and neceſſary 'tis fit they ſhould be -execu- ( 


red, ſince without it they will ſoon grow into F 
Contempt, and our Condition will be as bad, or * 
worſe, then if there were no ſuch Laws. With- 2 4 


out Information not one Crime in a thouſand 'F 
could ever be convicted and-puniſh'd, and 7” 
therefore that which is ſo neceſſary to keep up 
the Honour of the Law, and to anſwer the | 
Ends of it, can be no indifferent. Thing. This | 3p 
is a Duty we owe to God and the Publick, and 

what Power has any private Perſon to give up 
the Rights of either. When ſome of the ir H 
elites brought the Sabbath- Breaker before 1%: | 
their cheif Magiſtrate, and inform'd againſt 1 
him; he did not reject their Information, and 
reproach them as Buſy-Bodys, but put the Man 
in Ward *cill he had enquir'd of God; and 
becauſe it was the firſt Breach of the Law, 
after its ſolemn Promulgation, he was ſtoned 

to Death by the Order of God. Num. 1 . 33. 3 
34. - It may be farther objected 3 

3. Object. That we ſhall beſt - ſhew our 

o Compaſſion and Mercy to the Failings of our 
“ Neighbours, by the non-Execution. of the 


t Laws againſt them, and this is what the beſt 5 * 
« and moſt prudent Part of Mankind rather ion 
< huſe to doo. 5 
Anſw. The ſeeming Severity you how EAN « © 
Offenders, is very conſiſtent with, and may pro. P 
ceed from real Pity and Compaſſion. Severity uwe 
their Bodies is Compaſſion to their Souls, their no has 
bleſt and moſt exellent Part; as it tends to co-WMx..,, 
vince them of the Evil of Sin, to bring them Ty ; 


Col 
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W Conſideration and Repentance, and ſo to pre- 
vent their eternal Miſery. The bleſſed God 
IE who is Goodneſs it ſelf, takes the ſame Method 
to reclaim and bring back ſtubborn and di ſobe- 
dient Sinners — This alſo is Compaſſion to their 
| poor Families that will otherwiſe be brought to 
ZBeggery and Ruin, and it's Compaſſion to 
the Publick which by this Means is clear of the 


- National Guilt of ſuch Sins. 
"WH This is the nobleſt and trueſt Kind of Com- 


I paſſion, that ought to take Place of a fooliſh 
Fondneſs for Mens preſent and bodily Eaſe, that 
„would prove fatal and deadly to them, They 


i SO . . 
" take an odd Way of ** ſhewing their Compeſſion 


and Mercy towards their guilty Neighbours, 
EZ who repreſent their groſs Immoralities as humane 
RFF ailties,and Infirmities,and are for letting them 
go on in impunity without Check and Coatroul. 
ZF Tho? ſuch in their own Apprehenſions may act 
the wiſe and prudent Part, by thus conſulcing 
33 their temporal Eaſe and Advantage, I fear 
they will not be found to have ſhewn the Wiſdom 
of the Serpent in Conjunction wich the Innocency 
of the Dove. Once more it may be objected, 


oy 4. Object. That juſt and good Men have been 
* backward and averſe to this Work of Informa- 


tion; for © Joſeph had never been call'd a good 
„Man and juſt for concealing the ſuppoſed 
Crime of the Virgin Mary, if it had been his 
Duty to have expos'd her to the Magiſtrate. 
e are told Mar, i. 19. that he being of that 
Character, and not willing to make her a public ł 
Erample, was minded to put her away privily. 
o this I reply as follows 


F „ 


* 


his own Mind; if he had form'd any Reſoluti-* 
ons, they were never put in Execution, being 
ſoon inform'd by an Angel of God, of the true 


of every good Man is not always to be a Rule 
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1. It's acknowledg'd on all Hands, that the 
Crime was only ſuppos'd and not real, Joc» 
was only weighing and revolving the Thing in| 


State of the Caſe. Bur had the Crime been real, 
yet conſidering his Relation to, and Affection tor 
her, and his own Concernment in her Reputati- 
on, he had lain under ſtrong Temptations to be 
too indulgent in ſuch an Affair. The Example 


to us; nor can we certainly learn from it, what a 
our Duty is; but I need not offer any Thing oi i 
this Nature to take off the Force of the preſent at 
Objection. For, 1 YT 
2. *Tis plain he did not intend to let the be 
ſuppoſed Crime go unpuniſii d, and to cababi: R 


be 
I 


with her notwithſtanding, for he deſign'd to ht 


put her away privily; that is (as learned Men R 
acquainted with the Jewiſh Cuſtoms tell us) he y. 
would write a Bill of Divorce, and put it into f y. 
her Hand or Boſom, and fo ſend her away; t: 
upon this the learned Dr. Lighifoot and Dr. tl 
Whitby and others, think he is ſtil'd a juſt Man, = 
becauſe he would not live with a ſuppos d 5 
Adultreſs, contrary to the Law of God and the ic 
Rights of his own Nation. This Puniſhment of w 
a Divorce was no inconſiderable one; this was s ſe 


great as our Laws allow, and much greater then 8 


the Generality of ſuch Criminals ſuffer; hou 


then can in Reaſon this Purpoſe of his counte-M £1 
nance thoſe, who are not for informing again MW + 
ſuch Crimes, by which means, they will go al- © 
together unpuniſh'd? But then I add, 


N 
* 
2 


er 
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3. What he intended to inflict, was in the 


jadgment of thoſe learned Men, for Subſtance 
as much as he could legally do. Tho” an eſpouſ- 


ed Perſon by the Law of God was lock'd upon 


Jas a Man's Wife, and if ſhe was guilty of Un- 


ng & cleanneſs afterwards, might be puniſh'd wich 


p- Death as an Adultreſs; yet before this could be 


done, there muſt be legal Evidence and Proof; 


whereas in the preſent Caſe, if the Crime had 


been real, there was no legal Proof, that the 
Fact was;comitted after the Eſpouſals; and there- 


p A fore all that could be done, was to give her a Bull 
of Divorce. Joſeph's Unwillingneſs to make her 
Z a publick Example relates to the Manner of in- 


flicting the Puniſhment, and not to the Nature 


and Kind of it. If he had done that publickly, 
which he reſolv'd to do privily, ſhe would have 
been a more publick Example of Shame and 
& Reproach ; but being a kind and merciful Man, 
be was not willing needleſly ro expoſe her 


Reputation. In this Reſpe& he is worthy of 
your Imitation. So Sin be impartially puniſh'd, 
you may and ought to be tender of the Repu- 


tation of Perſons, while there is any Hope of 


their Amendment. A Difference ſhould be 


made between ew Offenders and old hardned 


Sinners, that have no Reputation to loſe. Per- 


ſons need not to be publickly expos'd, when it 


will anſwer no valuable End, and will only 
lerve to make them more deſperate and incorri- 


gible. Laſtiy, 


4. Suppoſe that according to the Rigour of 
the Jew:jh Law, ſhe might have been put to 


Death, had ſhe been really guilty : All that we 


Can infer from this Inſtance is, that milder Pu- 
„ F 2 | niſhment 
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niſhments ſhould be firſt tryed, before we pro- 
ceed to more ſevere ones. In the Execution of | 
Laws which touch the Lives of Men, we ſhould 
be very tender and cautious, not too forward 
to execute them without great Neceſſity : If at 
any Time it be partly left to our Liberty whe- 
ther the Law ſhall be mitigated, or the Penal-⸗- 
ty inflicted to the utmoſt Extremity, we ſnould eve: 
generally incline to the compaſſionate Side. All is t 
this makes nothing againſt yourghonourableUn- | 
2 or for the total Impunity of ſcandalous i 
Sinners. The Penalties threatged in our Laws car 
againſt thoſe Crimes, are very mild and gentle, def 
ſhort of what moſt other Nations inflict, and 
therefore there is no great Danger of your being the 
guilty of Severity by the moſt ſteady and impar- 
tial Executions. What further remains is a 
IV. Short Improvement of this Subject. i 
1. Tothoſe, who are notoriouſly guilty of this 
Sin of being aſhamed of Chriſt, How many are 
Enemies to the Work of Reformation in them- 
ſelves and others! that habitually live in open 
Impiety and Wickedneſs, who declare their Sin 
as Sodom, and hide it not? Inſtead of putting on the Bj 
Lord Jeſus, imitating him in his Temper and 
Life, make Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfill the 
Luſts thereof ? OW that ſuch would be perſwa- } 
ded in Time, to conſider what Iadignation and 
Wrath, what Tribulation and Anguiſh they are 
treaſuring up for themſelves againſt the Day of the 
Revelation of the righteous Judgment of God. iv 
How great a Mercy would it be, if God by 
fome Method or other would awaken them out 
of their preſent Security and Lethargy, and Who 
dring them to ſuch Remorſe and Sorrow - hi 
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Sin now, that they may eſcape everlaſting 
shame and Miſery! Tho” theſe Means be ne- 
ver ſo painful to the Fleſh, and diſoraceful in 
the Eye of the World if they are but efectual, 
= they'll have Reaſon to be very thankful to 
God, and to look upon them as merciful Seve- 
N rities. The moſt likely Way to prevent the 
2 everlaſting Shame of bold and 22 Sinners, 
is to put them to open Shame in this World: The 
Methods you (Gentlemen of theſe Societies) 
take with ſuch Sinners, having this Tendency, 
cannot but be approv*d of by thoſe who heartily 
defire the Repentance and Salvation of Sinners. 
d i 2. Let thoſe be perſwaded to join heartily in 
g the Cauſe of REFORMATION, that have hi- 

therto by one Pretence or other, been kept back 

and have done little or nothing in it. Are not you 
afraid to be found among the Deſerters ofChriſt's 
45 FKingdom and Intereſt? Think it not enovgh,that 
re you are not open Enemies to it; you muſt be 
n- active Inſtruments in promoting it, if ever you 
would approve your ſelves to him. There is 
Ino allowable Neutrality in this Caſe. He that 
is not with Chriſt is againſt him; he that gathers 
Bot with him ſcatters, If you are his real Freinds, 
hy ſhould you not take Part with him and his 
Per vants againſt Satan and his Inſtruments, 
and do your utmoſt to overturn the Kingdom 
of Darkneſs and Wickedneſs in the World? 
Pay not it is a ſinful and adulterous Generation, 
Fohich hates to be reformed ; that it is in vain 
eco attempt it, you ſhall but loſe your Labour. 
chers to their Honeur have gone before you, 
got without ſome- encouraging Succeſs : Why 

ould not you caft in your Lot amongſt bs 

F 5 
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The worſe the Times are, the more unanimou; 
zealous and conregeous, Chriſt's Servants ſhould ; 
be. If Fear or Shame, or low Regards to your! 
ſecular Intercit, keep you from having any i 
Hare in this difficult and honourable Service, you 
maſt not expect to ſhare in the Rewards of it. 
© Thoſe that are not and cannot conveniently 
be Members of theſe Societies, may and ough:Þ 
liberally ro contribute towards their Support, 
This is what Perſons of both Sexes ſhould think! 
theinſelves obliged to do. I would hope there 
are many of Ability here, that would readil} Ml 
dffer their Aſſiſtance to ſo good a Work. Leaf 
it never be ſaid, that the Cauſe of Reformati · ¶ an 
on declines and ſinks, becauſe. Perſons will not ty 
be at neceſſary Charges to maintain it. Profli-W ;h; 
ate Sinners are willing to make Proſecution ter 
as chargeable as they can, in Hopes of diſcou - l oY 
_ raging and wearing out the Perſons concerned: ¶ Sue 
let not ſuch be more liberal in the Service ole wh 
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their Laſte, than you are in the Service o the 
your Lord. *Twill be a fad Symptom indeed, Mthe 
if the Cauſe of Vice and Profaneneſs meets witiWwh 
more and greater Supporters than that of Ref do 


formation ; this will look as if we were 
People ripe for Heſtruction. The Judgments of of 
God are abroad in the Earth: We at Hom 
have not been, and are not, without ſome To 
kens of his Diſpleaſure: If no Care be taken i 
maintain and carry on a farther ReformatioY 
we ſhall have Reaſon to fear, that preſent Jud! 
ments are only Preſages and Fore-runners 0 viz, 
more terrible Ones. God may jultly reſolRing; 
4. that ſince he would have purged 4 75 and We won N ro: 
not be perged, therefore we all not be pure Atte 
vv ith 
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5 
Vom our Filthineſs any more, till he has caus d his 
ir Fury to reſt upon ul. Ez ek. 24. 13. 


3. What has been ſaid may ſerve to engage 
and quicken the Members of theſe Societies, ro 
Steadineſs and Perſeverance in the Work of Re- 
formation. Turn not your Back upon that 
BY Cauſe, you have ſo long and vigorouſly eſ- 
pouſed: If you ſhould fall off, grow weary, 
and faint in your Minds, it will make Sinners 
ere ſuſpicious, that you find ſomething in it you 
ih are aſhamed of. If it be {till the Cauſe of 
cM Chriſt, and you are ſatisfy'd of its Goodneſs 
il. and Excellency, why ſhould you not be as hear- 
ty and zealous in it as ever. Look to your ſelves 
111-B that you !oſe not the Things you have wrought. Af- 
oog ter you have vanquiſh'd the greateſt D:fficulties, 
ou-B and have met with ſo much Encouragement and 
ed; Succeſs ; give not out at ſome lefſer Tryals 
oi which do ſtill remain. Are you willing to loſe 
e che Approbation of your Lord? Can you bear 
eech he Thoughts of being number'd with them 
vi wbom he will be aſhamed to own ? Will you 
do and ſuffer ſo many Things as you have al- 
ready done and ſuffer'd, in vaia? If not, be 
liihful to the Death, and Chriſt will give you the 

onn of Life. . 
In your vigorous Proſecutions: of particalar 
nu Crimes, give me leave to remind you of, and 
Kloß recommend to your Care and Inſpection, thoſe 
lick Nurſeries of Lemdneſs and Wickeaneſs, 


rs iz. the Play- hausſes, (that are now again open- 
01 iag))-which are the ſtanding Scapdal and Re- 
wan proach of a. Chriſtian Reformed Nation: All 


Attempts. to regulate em, and keep them 
vithin the Bounds of Modeſty and Vertue, have 
FFF hitherto 
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governs you in what you do. Keep Death and 
Judgment, and Eternity much in the View d 


to Chriſt, depend upon him for Direction, Afli 


4 —— 


hitherto been vain and fruitleſs': I fear the In- 
fection is got ſo deep, that ii is like the Plague 
of Leproſy to the Wall of the Houſe, that can 
no oftier Way be cleanſed, than by pullin 
down. It's great Pity a Law can't be obtain 
for their total Suppreſſion ; till this can be 


done, I hope you will keep them in ſome Awe, 
by putting thoſe Laws in Execution, that are in 


force againſt them; without this they will 
teach more Wickedneſs in 4 Night, than you 
can reform in many. | 
4. Laſtly, Labour ſo to manage this whole 
Affair, that your Lord and Maſter may not bt 
aſhamed of you in the Judgment of the great Day; 
but that you may have his Approbation and 
Applauſe. Be univerſally Conſciencious ; think 
it not enough to be free from the groſs Pollu- 
tions you puniſh in others, but keep Conſciences 
void of Offence towards God and Man. Live not 
in any Sin whatſoever, either of Omiſſion or 
Commiſſion, againſt the Light and Conviction 
of your own Minds. Let a Senſe of Chriſt's 
Authority, and a Regard. to his Honour and 
[ntereſt, be the principal Thing that ſways and 


your Faith. Let it be'a ſmall thing with you to hi 
j udged of Man's Judgment. Approve your ſelve 


ſtance and Succeſs, and wait patiently. for t 
promiſed Reward ; When Chriſt who is your Li 
ſhall appear, you ſhall alſo appear with him in Gi 
ry M ben he denies aud is aſhamed of others, hel 
confeſs you before his Father which is in Heaven. 
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